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Animal Balance Campaign Report
Dominican Republic April 2011

Animal Balance hdla very successful sterilization campaign in the towns of Cabrera, La
Entrada, Baoba and Rio San Juamthe North Coast of the DR April. Over 300 animals were
served and 298 sterilized and vaccinated against Rabierfpassionatenternational and
local volunteers joined forces to create the cliniat@ The campaign was funded HdyeT
Kimball Family FoundatioiheLucilleS. Thompson Family Foundatiand The Maltz Family
Foundation. We are very grateful to each of them and to our volunteers wlilessly used
their vacation time, paid for their own flights, accommodation and food to help animals and
communities who they had never meZollectively, we all had one goal; to sterilize, vaccinate
and treat as many animals as was possible in one week.

This campaign was truly a mobile clinic. When we had saturated one
area, we packed up all of our supplies and moved to a Hetv

spotQOn some days we Bpthe team between 2 locationis order

to reach more animals and peoplEhe team worked as eohesve
machine packng up and movingoften on a daily basislways

ensuring there were adequate supplies for each new afba

campaign tested the volunteers to the limit and they did an
exemplary job in some vedifficult conditions.

With raisirg gas priceghe Dominican people were unable to get
their animals to the static clinics, so we went to them. We set up in
the center of villagesyn grassy patches under palm trees, in car
parks in a crumblinggymnasiumand ata community center. Qu
rented, less than roadorthy truck, was piled high with volunteers
and supplies each day as they set up their clinics at new stations in
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This teamwas outstandingthey saw each problem as a challenge dodnd their own
solutions.We served 4 communities in one weak/e held an impromptu clinic in R®an Juan


http://www.animalbalance.org/

one day. Without anpreviousadvertising for the clinic, we had our busiest day of the week.
We are now planning a campaign for Rio San Juan for September as the need &.so gre

Our Clinics

We had numerous clinic settings. We started the week in La Entrada. This is a small village on
the La Boca river moutHJnfortunately a month before someone had poisoned a very large
number of the beach dogs who live nehe beachkiosks This provedo us the need for a high
profile campaign and an intense humane education program in the local schools. We did both
with great success.

The Mayor of La Entrada graciously hosted our clinic at his community center. Heepréreie
lunches and visited the clinic each day. We were thrilled at his involvement and the strong
message that this sent to the community. The Magnod his wife had rescued a dog, who had
been hit by a caand cared for him. Unfortunately, the dog wes sick that we had to

euthanize him. However, this made a huge impact on his family as we tried everything we could



to save him and then euthanized him at his home in a very respectful mahinemMayor kindly
gave us a farewell party on hanld, at Dud Lake.

By day 3 we were seeing less animals at our La Entrada clinic so half the team packed up and
moved to the tiny rural village of Baoba, 15 minutes from La Entrada. Some people had
transported their animals to our La Entrada clinic and had tolcctiramunity about our

services. We set up under some trees in the cenfdBaobavillage, next to the Police Station,
while donkeysand mopedsvent by.Within half an hour we had a line of local people and their
dogs and cats, waiting to register.

As the community enter in La Entrada was a bldo#ick from the main road, we moved our

clinic to the main road so that we were more visible. We set up under some trees in front of the
main school. AAB volunteer, Monica@®vmeesterWyder, had beenconducting humane

education classes all week at the school, the students were very aware of what we were doing
and why. They pitched in and helped us after class.

On Thursday, we decided to help the animals of Cabrera as people were having a hard time
reaching us in La Entradas it is 15 minutes away by the local bus. We packed out of the



community center and moved into theygnnasium in Cabrera. We i@ held many campaigns
here,so as soon as we put our banner up, people came with their animals.

For anumber of years the people of Rio San Juan have been asking us to help their community.

As our team was working so well together we decided that we could split them upadc

remote clinic in Rio San Juan. On Frjdajf of us packed up and drove Rio San Juan. We had
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the city, so his secretaryather surprisecy9 Y Y Iréquaest,kindly allowed us to use a vacant

lot. The Municipal workers brought brooms and we cleaned up all the broken glass and debris.

We set up, put up our sign and by 10 am we had booked in 56 people and their animals! Word
spread very quicklthroughout the town. People brought chairs and stayed all day with us.

People were so desperate tave their animals sterilizetthat they were trading their

registration sheets with each other. We have never witnessed that before.

A local restaurangawe us a geatdiscount on pizza and drinks, @ kept working all dy and
then most of the eveninglust before dusk, we all put on our headlamps and aimed the car
headlights at the surgery taldeEvery animal who skeed up that day was sterilized.Wtas a
fabulous daydespite beingexhaustingor all.

On our final day, Saturday, we all worked together in Cabf®oane dog ownersm Rio San
Juanwho had mssed ughe day before, met membersf the ABteam at the vacant lot in Rio
San Juan and rode thitheir animals to Cabrera so they could be sterilized. The people were
very determined to have their animals sterilized.




