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In January 2010, the Dominican Republic (DR) had an outbreak of Rabies in the major cities. 

The Governmentôs response was to poison the street dogs. Unfortunately, this is the standard 

response in many countries throughout the world. Rabies has the potential to kill people and 

animals and so should not be taken lightly. However, the sporadic killing of dogs does nothing to 

control the spread of Rabies, plus it causes great pain and suffering to the dogs and causes 

immense friction between the community (local and international) and government. The DR 

government received an outpouring of letters and petitions from all over the world after they 

killed the street dogs. 

In April I was speaking at the Alliance for Contraception for Cats and Dogs (ACC&D) conference 

and Dr. Bob Weedon, Vice President of ACC&D and Director for World Rabies Day, a program 

of the Alliance for Rabies Prevention, was there.  Much of the discussion at ACC&D had been 

about humane population control using non invasive methods and rabies prevention.  I 

explained the situation in the DR and asked Dr. Weedon if he could help the DR animals and 

people by providing the rabies vaccine for our next clinic. He said he could do better than that 

and offered to get a team together to come to the DR to vaccinate the dogs. Dr. Weedon is 

trained in the administration of Esterilsol so after further discussion, we decided to have an 

Esterilsol and vaccination clinic.  

The DR government then refused my request for the importation of the Merial Rabies vaccine.  

Instead, they offered to donate the DR produced rabies vaccine for the clinic, a live one year 

vaccine that must be refrigerated (not an easy task when we do not have electricity for more 

than ¼ of the time). After a series of calls and meetings in Santo Domingo with the Director, Dr. 

Viloria, of the Anti Rabies Center and much convincing by Monica Wyder, an AB volunteer who 

speaks perfect Spanish and understood the importance of the vaccine clinic, I finally had the DR 

manufactured vaccine approved and in my cool box.  
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Just two days later, Dr. Weedon, Dr. Amy Fisher, Dr. Marcial Guevara and their team of 

students from Illinois University; Laurie Lemonds, Lindsay Buffkin and Marissa Woodall arrive in 

the DR. The first week they were here they worked with Judy Liggio of Friends of the Animals in 

Sousa.  In the second week they came to Cabrera. I recruited 2 Animal Balance team members, 

Dr. Sue  McDonough and Teri Kid for the Cabrera campaign. As this had happened so quickly, I 

didnôt have time to fundraise and buy supplies. Luckily, I had left over supplies in the DR from 

previous campaigns, which were funded by the Kimball Family Foundation. Dr. Sue kindly 

offered to do any spays with whatever supplies we had, until we ran out. So with no budget, left 

over supplies and a quickly assembled team, we had a full spay, neuter, Esterilsol and rabies 

vaccination clinic organized. 

Jorge Cavoli, the Mayor of Cabrera and Felix Garcia, the government 

engineer, understood the importance of the clinic and cooperated by 

donating a space for us at the local gym and paying for the loud 

speaker advertising.  Click on the AB homepage to listen to it. DR 

advertising at its best!  

Two local expat electricians, Tim Wyder and Richard Ellis, kindly 

rigged up an inverter and generator system so we could have electric 

light. Connie Durkee coordinated all the ground logistics as I was in the 

US the week before the clinic. Everyone pulled together to make this 

clinic happen. 

 

 

We opened our clinic on June 21st and worked 10 plus hour days until the 25th. 435 animals 

were seen in 5 days, 388 rabies vaccinations were given, 94 spays performed, 55 

Esterilsol injections and 5 neuters. 

Even the ceiling had to have a tarp as it 

was falling down! 

Laurie and Marissa paint the sign Judy hands the team over to Emma, 

nice collaboration! 

Dr. Bob Weedon, Emma 

and Felix Garcia 



 

We ran out of suture and Judy kindly sent some from Sousa. We ran out of sterile drapes and 

the local human hospital kindly autoclaved some that we could reuse. We had only 10 vaccines 

left at the end of the 5 days.  It was a major success; the local community came out to the clinic 

in droves. The greatest draw was the free rabies vaccine. The majority of animals that were 

brought in for rabies vaccines, were also sterilized. 

As it is vacation time here for the kids, we had some excellent local helpers join us who were 

brilliant at convincing people to sterilize their animals. They worked very hard, became fully 

informed of the benefits of Esterilsol and then took it upon themselves to convince everyone 

else. Without their help, we could not have sterilized so many animals. They also weighed and 

carried animals and helped us find the homes to return animals and did a great job in recovery. 

One of them, Franklin, is now determined to become a vet. 

We also trained our fabulous local veterinarian, Dr. Nelson Medina, in the administration of 

Esterilsol. Dr. Weedon trained him and presented him with a vial of Esterilsol, the training 

information and the calipers. He is now sterilizing male dogs with Esterilsol and is very 

impressed with the results. 

 

 

 



 

I would also like to make a special mention of Dr. Marcial Guevara, who is a veterinarian from 

Venezuela and currently teaches at Illinois University. He completed all the rabies vaccines and 

spent every day in front of the clinic building surrounded by Dominicans and their dogs 

answering their rapid fire questions with such patience. Not only did he manage to do that with a 

smile, but he also handled all the translations and solved all communication confusion between 

the Animal Balance team members and the general public. He was our óMost Valuable Playerô. 

On the last day of the campaign Dr. Weedon, Dr. Guevara and myself went to Santo Domingo 

to meet with Dr. Viloria of the Anti Rabies Center.  Our goal was to show him the great work we 

had just completed and to encourage him to work with us to organize sterilization and rabies 

vaccination campaigns, instead of killing the dogs.   

We showed him a slide show of the campaign and how Esterilsol works. We also talked about 

the benefits of using the Merial 3 year vaccine as it is killed, does not require refrigeration and 

has less side effects and cheaper to use in the long run. Dr. Viloria had invited Rosario Cabrera 

of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) to be at the meeting. She was very interested 

in the campaign and the use of Esterilsol and the Merial vaccine. After the discussion they 

asked if we would like to form a collaboration.  The first action of the collaboration would be to 

organize a training session for Dominican veterinarians in the use of Esterilsol and US 

technique spaying (smaller incision).  They also asked Dr. Weedon if he would approach Merial 

to discuss the possibility of using the vaccine in the DR.  Dr. Viloria would ensure that there 

would be no importation issues. 

We are planning the training for September 5th to 10th in Santo Domingo.  We are currently 

writing the MOU and ensuring all the collaborators are represented: Animal Balance; University 

of Illinois; Alliance for Rabies Control; ACC&D, Anti Rabies Center of the DR and the PAHO.  As 

we move forward I will keep you apprised of our collective work. 

 

 

 

 

 


